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plato (participatory learning and teaching organization) scholarship

Erin Bayerl   Rachel Belter   Kasey Kohlhardt 
Rebecca Waschek

returning adult scholarship

Karen Bassler   Kate Brunner  Khara Bufford   
Eric Hazeltine   Kristin Klingman  Charlotte Peters   
Chris Rottmayer   Rachel Salsedo   Camille Williams 

single parent undergraduate scholarship

Rebecca Parmentier  Akemi Turner  Lucy Xiong

university league scholarship

Erik Regis

cynthia mccreary holbrook youmans university league scholarship

Khara Bufford

bernard osher reentry scholarship

Tierney Cushman   Mia Greene   Robert Hall  
Misty Jackson    Craig Kunkel  David Meyer  
Carmen Nightfall    Rebecca Parmentier Mariah Pehoski 
Ma Guadalupe Miranda Ruiz  Katrina Sprang

OUTSTANDING UNDERGRADUATE RETURNING ADULT STUDENT AWARDS

These awards were established in 1981 by the Dean of Students Office to honor returning 
adults who have arrived at senior status while juggling all the commitments of adult life.  
As the call for nominees states, these are students “whose unusual determination and 
perseverance have enabled them to pursue academic goals and to contribute to the 
community by demonstrated leadership and/or service.”

We are sad that the pandemic prevented us from gathering in person to celebrate  
UW–Madison’s returning adult students. Your stories are inspiring and we want to 
share them with your fellow students, our donors, and faculty and staff. 

THE FOLLOWING SCHOLARSHIPS ARE FUNDED BY THE LISTED ORGANIZATION 
AND PRIVATE DONORS TO THE ADULT STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP FUND.

alma baron second chance for women scholarship

Monique Karlen    Jen Proud   Kelly Otto

american association of university women-monona/madison branch scholarship

Akemi Turner

joe corry and barbara weston corry scholarship

Julie McDougall   Monica Rodriguez Morris 

crankstart reentry scholarship

Andrew Aken   Jesse Anderson   Sean Cunningham 
Dan Gerstl   Mia Greene   David Meyer 
Carmen Nightfall    Cal Schroeder  Darnell Sims 
Stefan Wild

stuart daily seeds of learning scholarship

Eric Hazeltine   Rachel Salsedo

nancy w. denney memorial scholarship

Mariah Pehoski

kindness matters scholarship

Christopher Hayes

bernice d. kuney scholarship

Kate Brunner   Reuven Huber

lisa munro two generation scholarship

Dominique Christian 

Outstanding Adult Students  
Scholarships and Awards

NOMINEES
Daniella Echeverria  Laura Godfrey  Aaron Goodwin 
Rashard Griffith   Charles Jenstead  Elizabeth Jean Neviaser

FINALISTS
Heather Kohlmeier  Andrew Langbehn Dallas Prockl

WINNERS
Talesa Allen   Rick Kempf



Scholarship and Award Recipients

An Army veteran and mother of three teenagers, Kate Brunner balances two part-time jobs 
with the demands of a busy family in order to pursue an MA in library and information science 
from UW–Madison’s iSchool. Kate currently serves her community as the children’s services 
manager at Pine River Library and as the regional early literacy specialist for the Colorado 
State Library’s Growing Readers Together initiative. She is a passionate advocate for high-
quality, universally accessible, community-based early learning opportunities for all young 
children and their caregivers. Kate believes public libraries have an important role to play in 
early learning in their communities and will continue to use her UW–Madison education to 
advance this work wherever her library career takes her next.

Khara Bufford (She, Her, Hers) is a married mother of two young children with a drive to 
support others and help them realize a larger sense of who they can become. She knew at a 
very young age that her purpose in life would be to help others and support her community. 
Around the age of 12, her neighbors lost their mother, and the father was left to raise seven 
girls alone. She knocked on his door and told him, “If you need anything, just let me know.” He 
smiled. She saw amusement as she thinks he didn’t believe that she could ever help him in the 
way he needed. She knew in that moment that she genuinely cared about the well-being of others.

Andrew Aken from Hartland, Wisc., was raised by his single mother from the age of 1 after 
his father passed away in a motorcycle accident returning from school in California. Always 
possessing a love of the outdoors, he achieved high academic standing through high school. 
His early attempts at college proved unsuccessful, so he continued to advance in the 
workplace, having started his own business at age 10. Andrew married his high school 
sweetheart after 10 years, only to have her paralyzed in a freak ATV accident. After years  
of taking care of her needs, they divorced. At age 36, revitalized by life changes, he is 
successfully completing his degree at UW–Madison.

Talesa Allen returned to UW–Madison after a 25-year break in her education. During that 
time, she struggled with mental illness and addiction. With help from her parents, she found 
her way to a recovery community where she is now actively involved as a leader, helping 
others with similar struggles. In addition to work and school, Talesa cared for her parents as 
their health declined. Both parents passed away while she was a student. She now is helping 
her elderly uncle while completing a bachelor’s degree in community and nonprofit leadership. 
She plans to work promoting mental wellness and make the world a better place.

Jesse Anderson continually transcends traditional notions of life. He doesn’t shy away from 
challenge. In fact, he embraces it. His story is an archetypal journey from self-pity and 
dejection to finding truth by pushing the boundaries of the world. After growing up in poverty 
with a single mother, he fell into personal and social hardships. He has survived heroin addiction. 
He has explored the world in search of meaning. With grit and determination, Jesse brings a 
vast range of experience to a space of service to the universal human experience. As is typical 
in any hero’s journey, he strives to not only learn what the world has to teach, but to share it.

Karen Bassler decided to return for a juris doctor at the UW–Madison Law School to gain the 
skills and understanding necessary to meet the challenges raised in today’s society. That she 
did so at a time when most people are reviewing their retirement portfolios only adds to the 
sense of adventure! She has been working in the field of nonprofit organization development 
and planning, an area she fell into by chance through a volunteer gig following completion of a 
master’s degree in anthropology in 1994. During her career, she has raised two children, many 
cats and uncountable chickens with her husband on Madison’s east side. Now she is focusing 
on her own growth and development.

Erin Bayerl is a first-generation graduate student working toward a master’s degree in 
physician assistant studies. Her goal is to be able to help fill the gaps in health care in rural 
Wisconsin. Erin worked as a clinical dental hygienist for more than 18 years when she decided 
to pursue a bachelor’s degree. She graduated from Minnesota State University, Mankato, in 
2013 while raising two children on her own. With her degree, she went on to teach dental 
hygiene at a local college and eventually took on the role of program director. Erin taught for 
five years and truly enjoyed working with her students and watching them succeed. In 2019, 
Erin decided to keep advancing her career and education.

Rachel Belter is a graduate of UW–Madison with a major in gender and women’s studies and 
is now pursuing a master’s degree in the School of Social Work’s part-time program. She is a 
first-generation college student. Her family of origin did not have the means to financially 
support her education. She has worked in nonprofits for more than 10 years in the areas of 
domestic abuse, early childhood education and homelessness. She is a mother to a 4-year-
old boy. Rachel wants to work in hospice care with her social work degree and use the 
therapy dog she has been training the last two years.

(In alphabetical order)

Dominique Christian overcame homelessness and mental health challenges prior to earning 
a college degree. During her struggles, she realized that there was only one Black, African 
American therapist in the Madison area. This realization motivated her to pursue an MSW 
specializing in mental health. She hopes to serve those who traditionally do not have access 
to mental health services and is considering adding a law degree to better understand the 
criminal justice system’s intersection with mental health. She is also a single mother of three. 
Dominique says that her pursuit of a college degree serves to disrupt the generational poverty 
and homelessness her family has experienced. She will share the Lisa Munro Next Generation 
Scholarship with her daughter, Kimari. Kimari will use these funds to attend a precollege 
program as she pursues her dream to become an architect. 



Sean Cunningham is an inquisitive spirit with a gift for seeing the big picture. A quick learner 
of any new system (especially a computer system), he will become competent as fast as anyone, 
but he won’t stop there. He will ask questions until even the experts are at a loss, and then 
he’ll just start testing to figure it out for himself. If you ask a question that he doesn’t know the 
answer to, he feels physically compelled to get to the bottom of it. He believes there is nothing 
more fun than a tricky problem. Sean is pursuing a bachelor’s degree in computer science.

Tierney Cushman is a single mother to a beautiful 6-year-old boy. After graduating from 
high school, she moved among three states for work. In 2013, she delivered her son one month 
earlier than his due date. After a traumatic delivery, he suffered from two spots of brain 
damage. Tierney and her son worked together to fully recover from the complications of his 
delivery. When he was ready for school, she moved home to Wisconsin to pursue her lifelong 
dream of attending UW–Madison. She is now a competitive bodybuilder and strives to 
continue her education in kinesiology and nutritional sciences and potentially work as an 
occupational therapist in a neonatal intensive care unit.

As a child, Daniella Echeverria avoided gardening as it often meant weeding her mother’s 
flowers. As she got older, she found herself exploring gardening, starting by growing 
vegetables at her apartment. She is now completing a horticulture degree and has plans  
to pursue a graduate degree in plant pathology. While a student, she has volunteered as a 
master gardener at the Atwood Community Garden and is serving on the board of the 
Madison Mycological Society. She also worked in several research labs and completed an 
internship in Guatemala. 

Dan Gerstl returned to pursue his education after a decade of aimlessness in his life. His 
original attempt at a higher education ended poorly and resulted in many years of indecision. 
Always knowing that he would one day return to college, he realized that he desperately 
needed a change in his life and re-enrolled in the same university that he dropped out of, 
UW-Marathon County. After completing two years there, making the dean’s list three times 
and receiving multiple academic distinction awards, a dream that he never thought possible 
came true. He was admitted to UW–Madison, an unbelievable opportunity. After the struggles 
earlier in his life, he is now unbelievably proud to be a Badger and loving the experience.

Laura Godfrey is a first-generation college student who always wanted a bachelor’s degree 
but didn’t believe she could achieve this goal. With the support of her husband and three 
children, she is completing a degree in special education after a 20-year break from college. 
Laura hopes that her return to school inspires her children to not give up. Laura looks forward 
to working for the Madison school district, where she has been offered a position to teach 
middle school.

After six years in the U.S. Navy, Aaron Goodwin decided to return to school to earn an 
undergraduate degree. He chose physics as a major, building on his Navy training as a 
nuclear operator. Despite his excitement to pursue a degree, Aaron struggled to adjust to life 
as a student. After two semesters of wondering where he fit in at UW–Madison, he found 
University Veteran Services and the Physics Learning Center, where he was able to connect 
with others socially and academically. Aaron says his mother, also a returning adult student, 
is his strongest supporter. Aaron plans to pursue a career and is considering graduate school 
in the future. 

Mia Greene is proud to be a lifelong resident of Madison. Her passions include her family and 
nurturing, coaching and mentoring youth while helping strengthen effective communication 
skills in families. Her current educational pursuits are concentrated in the areas of legal 

studies, social welfare, American Indian studies and criminal justice. Mia has overcome 
various challenges throughout her educational path and is most proud of having made a 
place of belonging for herself here on the UW–Madison campus. She looks forward to being 
able to apply her academic experiences and education in service and support of youth and 
their families in Madison and beyond.

After playing college basketball for a year at UW–Madison, Rashard Griffith left school and 
was drafted by the Milwaukee Bucks. At that time, he promised his mother he would return 
and complete his degree someday. After playing professional basketball overseas for 17 
years, Rashard retired due to an injury. He returned to Chicago and eventually made his  
way back to UW–Madison. He is very grateful for the support and encouragement of coach 
Howard Moore and coach Moore’s family. Rashard is completing a bachelor’s degree in 
community and nonprofit leadership despite struggling with the tragic death of Moore’s wife 
and daughter last year.

Scientist-in-training Robert Hall is an undergraduate researcher. Ten years after high school 
he began his education in earnest at UW-Waukesha with the ultimate goal of transferring to 
UW–Madison. Using his unique history and life experiences, along with the help of key people 
in the community, he now is achieving his dreams. In the Atwood Lab, Robert is participating 
in research to understand and try to prevent metastasis. His interests primarily focus on 
evolution and ecology, and senescence and stem cells. At UW-Waukesha he earned an 
associate degree with an emphasis in biology while making friends that encouraged him on 
his way to Madison. Now at UW–Madison, he plans to graduate in the spring of 2021 then 
attend graduate school.

Christopher Hayes began his education at a point when most people had already begun 
their careers. Undeterred by starting school later in life, he found a love for biology. After 
completing his undergraduate degree, Chris took a job in Uganda building research labs and 
developing software. It was there that he found his niche. With a passion for biology and a 
knack for computer science, Chris recognized that the future of medicine was rooted in new 
technology. But with a son on the way and a sick parent, he had to put his education on hold. 
A couple of years ago he returned to UW–Madison, completing a CS certificate, and is now 
working towards a master’s degree in computer science.

Wisconsin native Eric Hazeltine lives in Madison with his 14-year-old daughter. He has an 
associate degree in science, as well as a BFA, and is currently a second-year graduate student 
pursuing an MFA at UW–Madison. He is passionate about spreading his love for art and hopes 
to teach drawing and painting as a college professor. Although he has worked in the engineering 
and mechanic industries for the past 10 years, he is now able to pursue his love for the arts 
full time and follow his dream of helping others to realize their own passion through teaching.

Reuven Raimund Huber is a returning adult student who is pursuing a bachelor’s degree in 
retailing and consumer behavior in the School of Human Ecology while also completing a 
certificate of entrepreneurship. He is very determined to create his own success in completing 
the full degree with an honors distinction. He is originally from Victoria, BC, Canada and is 
finally completing his degree after long intermittent breaks due to U.S. immigration rules. He 
has always had a passion for the retail business ever since he was a child. He is now a U.S. 
citizen and is getting ready to give back to the community in a positive way.



Misty Jackson, a native of northern Wisconsin, is proud to be a returning adult student at 
UW–Madison. She is energetically working towards an undergraduate degree in neurobiology, 
with the dream of continuing on to become a physician in the pain management/medicine 
field. Misty retired honorably from the U.S. Army and will always continue to do her duty of 
helping others. She has been inspired by her grandmother, a woman who worked as an RN for 
more than 40 years, and the many doctors and nurses that she worked with while on active duty, 
at home and overseas. Her passions include skiing, snowboarding, soccer, hot yoga and traveling.

Charles Jenstead pursued a career in the music industry as an audio technician in Los Angeles. 
After three years he learned that despite his love of music, he disliked the lifestyle that came 
with it and returned to Wisconsin. He started taking classes at Madison College and 
transferred to UW–Madison, where he is pursuing a bachelor’s degree in English. Charlie 
plans to become a substitute teacher to determine if he wants to pursue education as a 
career path. 

Monique Karlen is a first-year student in the part-time Master of Social Work program.  
She currently works full time as a high school visual arts teacher in the Madison Metropolitan 
School District. In 2011, while volunteering in Haiti, she met a stray dog who changed her life. 
She brought him back to the U.S. and trained him to become a therapy dog. After having 
been hospitalized at UW Hospital and encountering therapy dogs, she wanted to give back. 
Monique and her dog Za, are now a registered therapy team and volunteer at Agrace Hospice 
each Sunday. This led Monique to find her way back to UW–Madison for a graduate degree in 
social work, with a focus in geriatrics and palliative care. She plans to graduate with her 
cohort in May 2022.

Rick Kempf returned to college after realizing he held a ‘mistaken belief’ that he was not 
good enough to complete a college degree. He is pursuing a degree in community and 
environmental sociology and plans to start a career in leadership development and 
experiential education working with youth. While a student, Rick has worked as a program 
facilitator for Adventure Learning Programs, chairing their diversity and inclusion committee. 
He is also a leader in community singing and plans to work with the Madison School and 
Community Recreation program as an instructor in their outdoor challenge course.

Kristin Klingman is a mother of two children, Anishinaabe artist, permaculture and herbal 
student and a gardener. She holds a BA in Latin American, Caribbean and Iberian studies 
from UW–Madison and an MS in Mexican American studies from the University of Arizona. In 
2010, while working towards completing a PhD in development studies, she gave birth to her 
first child. As a single parent of a small child, she completed her coursework for her PhD, but 
ultimately decided to take a break in her studies to take a position as education director on 
her reservation, Lac Vieux Desert in Watersmeet, Mich. She would like to continue her work 
through the lens of her arts practice, weaving together her traditional arts practice with more 
contemporary forms to inspire and effect social change. 

Kasey Kohlhardt is currently obtaining a master’s degree in the part-time social work 
program. She works full time at Central Wisconsin Center as a client rights facilitator. One  
of her greatest passions in life is being a voice for those who cannot speak up for themselves. 
Kasey is going to use her education to become a clinical social worker in mental health. She 
intends to educate the public to eliminate the stigmatization that often occurs with having a 
mental illness. Kasey has one daughter who is currently an undergraduate at UW-Eau Claire. 
Having an empty nest is what inspired Kasey to go back to school and continue to be a role 
model for her daughter, emphasizing the importance of education.

Heather Kohlmeier grew up in a dysfunctional family with many challenges. Rather than 
succumb to the same patterns and dysfunction, she forged a path out by creating goals and 
worked tirelessly to achieve them. She practiced massage therapy for 10 years and later 
earned an associate degree to become a medical laboratory technician. Although this 
provided her with stability and purpose, she wanted more. While supporting her stepchildren 
and her husband’s career, she enrolled at UW–Madison to pursue a bachelor’s degree in art. 
Today, in addition to school, work and caring for her household, she is close to and supports 
several of her younger siblings and their young children. She hopes that the choices she has 
made inspire the young people in her life to be brave and dream big.

A former art student returning to college a lifetime later, Craig Kunkel has immersed himself 
in study and research and is eternally grateful to his supporters, friends and family. His three 
scholarly loves are philosophy, art and natural science, which is why he embraces 
environmental science and seeks a related graduate degree. His long-term goals include 
environmental advocacy, emphasizing ecological integrity as the foundation of public health, 
and studying pollution mitigation strategies. What he truly desires is a job that will pay him to 
run through the woods, splash around in streams and chase critters. His studies come first, 
but when time permits, he enjoys hiking, video games, polemic debate, canoeing, industrial 
and underground rock, arts and crafts and cooking.

After serving in the Marine Corps, Andrew Langbehn returned to study psychology to better 
understand human behavior. He used this opportunity to participate in research projects and 
received several awards for his research and academics. Despite these successes, Andrew 
struggled with the transition from military to civilian life. He found a supportive community at 
the Veteran Resource Center and the Madison Student Veterans Association. Andrew is now 
pursuing admission to graduate school and hopes to earn a PhD in social psychology.

After spending 10 years as a stay-at-home parent to three amazing children and as a 
freelance photo-stylist, Julie McDougall’s return to academia is fueled by a desire to 
empower mission-driven organizations to do better by doing well. She’s in the second year  
of the evening MBA program to optimize her diverse background toward a career in marketing. 
She strives to give her children a strong example of a woman rebuilding her own future while 
creating a better future for many.



In 2013, a few months before his 30th birthday, David Meyer was diagnosed with ADHD  
and a crushing weight he never knew was there was lifted from his shoulders. That diagnosis 
helped David understand his troubles with higher education and other aspects of life in the 
past and gave him the determination he needed to put him back on the path to obtain a 
bachelor’s degree. After getting his life in order following too many years of disorder, David 
followed his dream to enroll at UW–Madison and is planning to earn an applied mathematics, 
engineering and physics degree in pursuit of what he calls his “moonshot career goal” of 
becoming an aerodynamicist for a Formula 1 racing team.

Monica Rodriguez Morris obtained her BS in environmental engineering from the Polytechnic 
University of Puerto Rico in 2018. She served as the SWANA Caribbean’s Young Professionals 
Liaison for three years, conducting outreach activities for college students. Currently her work 
focuses on solid waste management and how environmental impacts of material disposal 
change according to the regional availability of waste treatment and disposal options. She is 
pursuing a master’s degree at UW–Madison, working in Professor Andrea Hicks Emerging 
Technologies Lab in the civil and environmental engineering department.

Elizabeth Neviaser always loved art. Although she was offered scholarships at several art 
schools in New York, she lacked guidance and support from her family and was overwhelmed 
by making this transition. She entered the workforce instead. She began taking transfer 
classes at Madison College, but financial and personal issues prevented her from continuing. 
Now, at 54, Elizabeth is finally achieving her goal by earning a bachelor’s degree in fine arts. 
She attended classes while parenting her 16-year-old daughter and helping to care for a 
disabled family member. She credits her husband with providing much of the support that 
allows her to pursue her dream. 

When Carmen Nightfall first began her college career it was to better her life. As she has 
progressed on this journey, she has come to see how her education will enable her to help 
others on a level like never before. Since returning to school she has endured assault, concussions, 
a serious car accident and most impactful of all, cancer. Each of these challenges has 
presented her with opportunities for self-growth and have exposed her to the amazing 
kindness of people that UW–Madison fosters on campus and in the community. Through her 
passion for genetics, Carmen wants to illuminate the relationship between exposures and illnesses 
for population and environmental health and justice, and ultimately, policy and regulatory change.

Kelly Otto is pursuing her long-awaited graduate degree at UW–Madison in the Educational 
Leadership and Policy Analysis program. Lacking confidence and struggling with dyslexia, 
Kelly still had a successful career in fitness. After having two children she started and 
completed a bachelor’s degree in English with a secondary education minor. She was 39. 
Teaching high school English, Kelly found her vocation, empowering students who lack 
confidence in their abilities. Kelly learned how to support students with engaging curriculum, 
encouragement and by creating a community that thrives because of its diversity. Currently 
at Madison College’s South Campus, she teaches adult students who are earning their high 
school diploma. Inspired by her students, Kelly’s life work is supporting higher education for 
first-generation and low-income students in Dane County. 

Rebecca Parmentier returned to UW–Madison after 30 years to complete an undergraduate 
degree in psychology with a dance therapy certificate. Her goal is to do research in body-
mind medicine, with the purpose of making nourishing therapies available to people across all 
socioeconomic backgrounds. With the support of Adult Career and Special Student Services, 
she has tackled the challenges of being an older student and sees completion in sight. She is 
proud to be among this group of brave and persevering adults, who raise families while 
growing themselves and redefining their options and hopes in life. She thanks her two sons, 
who remind her daily how important it is to fulfill one’s dreams and live what is in one’s heart.

Mariah Pehoski is a first-generation college student pursuing a bachelor’s degree in nursing 
and environmental studies. In addition to the busy life of a full-time college student, she 
provides home care for ill, injured and disabled adults in the Madison area. Mariah has 
participated in Badger Volunteers and Community Environmental Scholars. In her free time, 
she enjoys cooking, crocheting and taking care of her houseplants.

Charlotte Peters is pursuing a master’s degree in environmental conservation at the Nelson 
Institute with an emphasis in environmental observation and informatics. Since returning to 
school after a 27-year break, she has shown her determination to make a difference. After 
raising a family and caring for her aging parents, Charlotte decided it was time to fulfill her 
dream of obtaining a college degree. It was with the support and encouragement of her 
husband and eight children that she will complete a degree this summer. Charlotte plans to 
use her education and experiences to help at-risk communities better their quality of life 
through sustainable practices and planning, and by correcting environmental injustices.

Dallas Prockl returned to college after the death of a close friend. This event helped Dallas 
identify his career path as a nurse. He earned an associate degree in nursing from Madison 
College and started working as a nurse while pursuing his BSN at UW–Madison. Throughout 
his time as a student, Dallas has engaged in community service in Madison and India. He has 
also participated in implementing improved teamwork/communication strategies with his 
work group and engaged in a number of research initiatives. Dallas was accepted into the 
Doctor of Nursing Practice program in the psychiatric/mental health track for fall 2020.

Jen Proud is a first-generation university student majoring in molecular biology and minoring 
in integrated studies in science, engineering and society. One career was cut short having 
become disabled in an accident; her love of dogs led her to a new one. Determined to do 
things in her own style, she is graduating a semester early and is entering the UW–Madison 
cytotechnology program shortly thereafter. The years ahead will be spent with her face in a 
microscope, a place she has always loved, knowing what she sees means so much to people 
and their animal companions. Jen says, “Don’t be wasted potential like I was for so many 
years. If I could do it, whatever it may be, then you can too.”

Erik Regis is a first-generation student returning to school after a decade in the workforce, 
hoping to find a career that he is passionate about. He loves history and hopes to become a 
teacher transitioning from a career in the pharmaceutical industry. Erik is grateful for the 
opportunities UW–Madison provides and is excited to work towards graduation with a 
master’s degree in curriculum and instruction from the School of Education. He believes that a 
well-formed understanding of our history is essential to properly understanding the present 
state of our country and the challenges we face in life, and with that understanding it’s 
possible to make positive changes to our society.



Chris Rottmayer is a father, student, educator and freelance jazz pianist. He has had a 
successful 25-year career as a jazz pianist and has had two recordings published as a leader, 
2011: Reactive Synthesis and 2019: Sunday at Pilars. Chris has attended Capital University, 
Rollins College, the University of South Florida and UW–Madison and holds a master’s degree 
in music, with dual concentrations in jazz performance and jazz composition. In addition to 
his work as a doctoral student at UW–Madison, Chris has two children, Nathan and Alyssa, 
both under two years old. His wife, Julia teaches voice on the faculty of the UW–Madison 
Mead Witter School of Music.

Ma Guadalupe Miranda Ruiz received her cosmetology license at Martin’s College of 
Cosmetology. She received an associate degree from Madison College and is currently in  
her first year of a major in retail and consumer behavior at UW–Madison. She is interested in 
helping businesses grow and increasing the economic growth of this country.

After graduating from UW–Madison in 2004 with an undergraduate degree in English,  
Rachel Salsedo was thrilled to return to Madison to pursue a long-desired graduate degree 
in physician assistant studies. She and her husband are the parents of two awesome kids, 
ages 7 and 10. Following graduation she intends to serve low-income patients in a community 
health center.

Cal Schroeder is a second-year engineering student returning to finish a degree in mechanical 
engineering. Cal finished an associate degree in mechanical design in 2009, and they have 
been working as a mechanical designer since then. Cal finally decided to return to school to 
get their baccalaureate degree with the hope to finally lead their own engineering projects. 

Although there have been obstacles, Darnell Sims has never wavered from earning his 
degree. After his sophomore year ending in a critical surgery from appendicitis and a 
shoulder injury that halted his football career, Darnell dropped out of school and moved to 
Wisconsin. In Madison, he worked, saved for college and went to Madison College part time 
in the hopes of applying to UW–Madison’s Wisconsin School of Business (WSB). With the last 
few semesters left to complete his journey, Darnell will study data analytics at WSB. He 
accepted an internship from Target for the summer and upon graduation intends to work 
with organizations advocating for more students of color to attend higher education.

Katrina Sprang is in her fourth year pursuing a major in dietetics at UW–Madison. She has 
attended here since the fall of 2018 when she transferred from Madison College, where she 
attended school for two years. She loves to help others find the value in nutritional knowledge, 
and she looks forward to teaching them about healthier lifestyles. At this time, she is unsure 
what she would like to do with her degree but anticipates practicing clinical nutrition after 
completing her dietetics internship. From there, she hopes to work in the Madison community 
helping underserved populations like those benefiting from the WIC Nutrition Program. 

Akemi Turner is a good listener who likes communicating with people. As a single mother of 
two, she is encouraged to complete her education so that she can support her family but also 
show them the value of working hard to achieve her goal. She is studying to be a dietician 
while continuing to improve her English skills. Originally from Japan, she graduated from 
Kansai University. Following graduation, she worked for an entertainment company and then 
as a fitness instructor before moving to the U.S. 

Rebecca Waschek is a first-year iSchool student working to attain an MA in library and 
information studies. Rebecca’s passion is to provide opportunities of literature and arts for 
people who have disabilities, the elderly and low-income populations. During the 14-year gap 
between undergrad and graduate school, Rebecca spent 10 years working with people who 
have disabilities in La Crosse, Wisc., and spent a substantial part of this time oversees. She 
has worked in public libraries for three years and is currently working at College Library.

Stefan Wild is proud of how far he has come. A multicultural child of divorce, he was never 
sure where to call home and is now finding that he doesn’t have to choose. As a mechanical 
engineering student in the College of Engineering, he sees that opportunity is everywhere. 
With the universal skills he is gaining at UW–Madison, he has found that he is of use everywhere 
and seeks to find employment bridging his two homes, Norway and America. After graduating 
high school, he chose to work because he didn’t know what he could offer. Upon returning to 
school after five years, he had purpose and was ready for any obstacle.

Camille Y. Williams is a first-year doctoral student in the Department of Counseling 
Psychology at UW–Madison. After graduating from Columbia University in 2009 with a 
bachelor’s degree in psychology, she spent five years as a research coordinator at Columbia, 
followed by five years working abroad in Argentina and in Germany as an English instructor. 
During this 10-year period of gaining research and international experience, Camille developed 
a passion for studying child development, as well as a dedication to cross-cultural awareness 
and international psychology. She has returned to school to study the development of empathy in 
early childhood and aims to build a career collaborating in international research on this topic.

Lucy Xiong learned she was pregnant in 2011, during her second year at UW–Madison.  
She made the difficult decision to take a break from her education and move back home to 
Milwaukee, where she would have the love and support of her family. She understood it takes  
a village to raise a child. The love she has for her daughter and securing her future was more 
important than ever. Learning of her pregnancy was the reason she took a break from her 
education. And ultimately, her daughter will be the reason she will be returning to school to 
complete a bachelor’s degree and then pursue a career in pharmacy.
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The bernice d. kuney scholarship was established in 1989 with a gift from Edith Martindale.  
It honors her mentor, Bernice Kuney. Kuney taught English for 40 years at UW–Madison Division  
of Extension, serving adults returning to college for degree work or professional development. 
Martindale, class of 1944, devoted her professional life to better understanding and responding 
to mental illness and mental disability, topics she explored in her work and writings.

The lisa munro two generation scholarship was established in 2014 and recognizes an Odyssey 
Project graduate who is working toward a degree at UW–Madison. In addition to the award 
for the student, the scholarship also includes a next-generation gift of financial support for a 
young person chosen by the recipient. The second-generation gift is intended to inspire and 
support a child in grades K-12 by providing funding up to $300 and mentoring by the 
Odyssey graduate. 

PLATO (Participatory Learning and Teaching Organization) is a learning-in-retirement 
program whose members organize and lead its courses. Historically, PLATO supported the 
degree-completion goals of single-parent undergraduates. Beginning in 2013, plato 
scholarships became available to a broader group of returning adult and nontraditional 
students striving to complete UW–Madison degrees.

The University League has supported a single-parent scholarship for a returning adult student 
since the fund was established in 1993. In 2004, it added a second scholarship to support a 
female adult student, the cynthia mccreary holbrook youmans endowed scholarship. This award 
honors a former president with a distinguished history of community and campus service. 

The Bernard Osher Foundation seeks to improve the quality of life through support for 
higher education. The osher reentry scholarship endowment assists adults who wish to return to 
college to complete their undergraduate degrees after a significant break in their studies. 
UW–Madison is one of 88 universities nationwide selected to receive the endowment. 
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Division of Student Life, Office of the Dean of Students  
McBurney Disability Resource Center 
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Private donors
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outstanding undergraduate returning adult student award committee

Dr. Elton Crim   Emma Davis  Mari Magler 
Autumn Sanchez    Randy Gentile  Liz Senseman   
Robby Sonzogni   Sybil Pressprich, chair

scholarship committee

Martina Diaz    Beth Paradisin  Ace Hilliard 
Anne Niendorf, chair  Darren Martin

ADULT CAREER AND SPECIAL STUDENT SERVICES IN THE DIVISION OF 
CONTINUING STUDIES WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE FOLLOWING DONORS  
FOR THEIR GENEROSITY: 

The alma baron second chance for women scholarship was established by Alma Baron in 2001 
to support a female returning adult student over the age of 45, given her own personal 
experience of returning to college at age 51 to earn a doctorate in adult education. Following 
Alma’s death in 2006, friends and family continue to support the fund in her memory. We are 
especially grateful to her daughters, Dr. Jill Baron and Professor Ellen Jo Baron, for their 
generous contributions.

Support by the American Association of University Women (AAUW)–Monona/ Madison 
Branch dates back to 1993 with the establishment of the initial single parent scholarship fund.  
In addition, our returning adult student award program receives funds each year in 
remembrance of Annie D. Swenson and Lois Mathews Rosenberry. Swenson was the first 
president of the Madison branch in 1909. Mathews Rosenberry was dean of women and 
professor of history at UW–Madison from 1911 to 1918. Both were among the founding mothers 
of the national AAUW.

Alumni Joe Corry and Barbara Weston Corry established the joe corry and barbara weston 
corry scholarship fund in 2000 after devoting a combined 53 years to the university as 
academic staff members. Barbara Weston Corry retired as a senior editor at the Center for 
Demography and Ecology, and Joe Corry as an associate vice chancellor in the Office of 
Academic Affairs. Their scholarship supports a single-parent student.

Crankstart is a program supported by husband and wife Michael Moritz and Harriet 
Heyman. The crankstart reentry scholarship assists nontraditional students who, after 
experiencing a cumulative gap in their education of five or more years, are completing a first 
baccalaureate degree.

To support a returning adult graduate student, Karen Doerfer Daily established the stuart 
daily seeds of learning fund in 2004 in honor of the memory of Stuart G. Daily, a teacher of 
much to many. Daily taught in England and at UW–Madison and worked in the corporate 
world. Always an athlete, he died unexpectedly after leading his rugby team to victory.  
Daily’s most valuable asset was his knowledge, and he encouraged others to gain knowledge. 

The nancy w. denney memorial scholarship was established by friends, family and colleagues 
in memory of Nancy Denney, a devoted professor of psychology and a single parent who died 
of breast cancer in 1995. The goal was to continue Denney’s advocacy for students who faced 
joint responsibilities of parenting, work and study. The scholarship exists due to a generous 
initial contribution by the Evjue Foundation and contributions by numerous private donors 
moved by her advocacy for student-parents.

The Sosa family started the kindness matters scholarship to give returning adult students with 
financial need and strong academic history the opportunity to focus on achieving their target 
degrees. Beth and Brandon’s daughter Aanya chose the name Kindness Matters in light of 
their family belief that, above all, love and kindness are most important.

Contributions to our scholarships and awards are greatly appreciated.  
To make a donation please visit acsss.wisc.edu/give.



Adult Career & Special Student Services • 21 N. Park St. • Madison, WI 53715-1218 • 608-263-6960


